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We cannot do our work alone. Our mission is challenging - and it’s also important. Today, we invite you 
to become part of our mission. We will share: 
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Many of the people we support tell us the connection to their communities began in their congregation.  

For many, church was the first time they’d ever experienced a sense of being part of something bigger; 
being empowered to give back to the community or have the feeling of oneness that comes when a 
person is respected and valued as an equal member of a community.  

To achieve this, Bethesda’s ministry consultants facilitate opportunities for people with disabilities to 
connect to faith communities of their choice. We work collaboratively to make connections that benefit 
the people we support, staff and congregations. Together with our partners, we help people with 
developmental disabilities and their families connect and fully participate in the life of the Christian 
community of their choice. 
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• Bethesda was originally formed by Christians associated with the Lutheran Synodical Conference 
as a school for children to serve people with disabilities who had been neglected and turned 
away by society. These Christians believed people with disabilities were fearfully and 
wonderfully made by a loving creator and should be treated with dignity – despite society’s 
beliefs. 
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• Bethesda’s services were much needed. Through support from generous donors and churches, 
Bethesda expanded into states beyond Wisconsin, building residential homes and gradually 
leading the way for community integration for people with disabilities – in their neighborhoods, 
workplaces, and churches. 

• Throughout different periods in our history, we have had long wait lists for our services. We 
need help and support from individuals and congregations to continue to grow and serve more 
people. 
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• 19.4 percent of the total U.S. population is living with some type of disability* 
• Only 10 percent of people with disabilities have a church home 
• Between 2 and 3 percent of the population are living with an intellectual or 

developmental disability 
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• Today, we support about 2,000 people across 13 states. 

 



• The government does not fund work for faith supports 

• Without your support, Bethesda cannot continue to provide supports to people who 
need them. 
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Bethesda helps people like Chelsea working at Culver’s in Wisconsin and Nik at Domino’s in Colorado get 
connected and be supported in their dream jobs. 
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Bethesda College students are not eligible to receive financial aid; instead, they receive support by 
taking loans, self-pay or Bethesda’s donors. 

 

 

 


